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Construction on I-10  
widening in West Valley on  
schedule  
  
by Rebekah L. Sanders - Aug. 16, 2008 08:00 AM

The Arizona Republic  
  
From the edge of a gaping hole on Interstate  
10, Arizona Department of Transportation  
spokesman Brock Barnhart nearly shouts  
above the morning rush of cars tunneling  
past on Dysart Road below.  
  
Barnhart is perched atop of the freeway  
overpass, where workers are busy forming  
concrete, rebar and steel beams into a  
soaring bridge.  
  
"We're standing here on the future lanes of  
I-10," he said. "This used to be just air."  
  
Construction to widen I-10 in the West  
Valley began in February on the first 8-mile  
section, where workers will add two extra  
lanes. The $102 million segment from Sarival  
Road to Loop 101 is expected to be  
completed by summer 2009.   
  
Three more construction phases will widen  
I-10 as far west as Arizona 85 and east to  
Interstate 17.   
  
But before any widening can occur, crews  
must build bridges to span the open gaps  

between the east- and westbound lanes that  
cross above the seven freeway underpasses.

"Once all the bridge structures are done, we  
can jump up to the top and start adding  
lanes," Brockhart said.

The tricky work of retrofitting the  
interchanges is on schedule, he said. Most of  
the bridges should be done by November. 

The interchange at 107th Avenue, a main  
thoroughfare to Phoenix International  
Raceway in Avondale, will take longer  
because of extra bridge work required there.  
ADOT hopes to complete that interchange by  
February for the annual car races in April.

"We're jamming the work in not just for the  
NASCAR trucks bringing in cars but also for  
the fans," ADOT spokesman Lars Jacoby said.

Since early spring, commuters have been  
dealing with about two ramp closures and  
blocked underpasses at a time, which has  
snarled traffic, especially at rush hour.

ADOT is working with Goodyear, Avondale  
and Tolleson to plan the road closures. They  
typically occur Monday through Friday or  
Tuesday through Thursday. 

"We're trying to limit the impact on  
businesses by keeping the streets open on  
weekends so people can patronize the  
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businesses off of their working hours,"  
Barnhart said.  
  
One bridge can take two to four weeks to  
complete.  
  
"These beams are massive," he said. "There's  
a lot of work involved in putting them up."  
  
The expansion eventually will be a bonus for  
local businesses, said Clay Goodman,  
chairman of the Southwest Valley Chamber  
of Commerce, as he toured the construction  
site recently with a group of local officials.  
  
ADOT has predicted traffic will double on I- 
10 in the growing Southwest Valley by 2030.   
  
"It's important that we have an efficient flow  
of traffic in the area," Goodman said. "This is  
a short-term inconvenience for a long-term  
benefit."  
  
As vice president of occupational education  
at Estrella Mountain Community College,  
Goodman sees a potential boost for the  
Avondale school's enrollment.  
  
"If students can't get to us, their access is  
limited," he said. "Seeing all this is exciting."  
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